





inclusion or, if it is black in color,
to bleach out the black, thus mak-
ing it less visible. This process,
however, cuts a whitish path into
the diamond that reveals the dia-
mond has been enhanced.
Diamonds with large fractures can
also be treated by a process that
makes the fractures virtually dis-
appear to the unaided eye. Such
diamonds are called “clarity
enhanced” diamonds or “fracture-
filled” diamonds. Unfortunately,
the results of this latter treatment are not
always permanent, and in the United States, it
is illegal to sell such a diamond without dis-
closing this treatment to the buyer.

Cutting is another of the “4Cs.” This refers to
the “make” or proportioning of the diamond,
and the precision that goes into fashioning the

Rare unmounted brilliant-cut
diamond, weighing 7.94 cts.
diamond contains
unique Maltese cross inclusion
within the stone, the inclusion
in this case, adding to the dia-
mond’s rarity and value.
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finished diamond from its original
rough. To accurately describe a
proper cut, we would need a much
longer article, but let it suffice to
say there are specific tolerances for
the angles of facets, percentages for
the depth of the stone in relation to
its diameter (for a round diamond,
approx. 58-62 %) the percentage of
the table, or top facet (approx. 54-
64 %), the alignment of facets, the
girdle thickness, the size of the
culet, and on and on. If the cut is
too shallow, or too deep, the diamond does
not have the brilliance or the dispersion,
which causes the stone to dance with sparkly
reflection! If the cutting is not good, even if
the diamond has the best color and clarity, it
will not be beautiful, and hence, its value will
be dramatically reduced.
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Carat

The last “C” to mention is carat. A carat equals
100 points, or 1/5 of a gram; it is a unit of
measure, or weight. For example, 25 points
(0.25) is 1/4 carat, 50 points (0.50) is 1/2 carat,
75 points (0.75) is 3/4 carat, and so on... The
weight is extremely important in regard to
pricing and therefore marketability. There are
certain cut-off points, particularly between the
round carat mark and half carat mark, that are
price points. A 0.98 carat (almost 1 carat) dia-
mond is not in the same price category for the
“price per carat” as a 1.0 carat diamond. While
the difference in size is not visible, the 1.0 carat
diamond has a substantially higher price per
carat than the 0.98 carat price per carat. A 2.0
carat diamond is much more expensive than 2
diamonds of 1.0 carat each, even if they are of
the same quality. Generally speaking, for the
same quality, the larger the stone, the higher
the price per carat. The shape of the cut also
dictates the price per carat, the round brilliant-
cut diamond commanding the highest price per
carat over equivalent diamonds in other
shapes. Other popular shapes are still the emer-
ald-, pear-, marquise-, and oval-shaped cuts
(although there are many other shapes, some
very new, such as the radiant, criss-cut, Dhalia-
cut, etc., and some revivals from the past, such
as those from the Art Deco period, like trape-
zoids, side stones like baguettes, half-moons,
and so on).

As 1 mentioned, all four of these “Cs” are
equally important. The more diamonds one has
the opportunity to examine of course, the more
this grading system is understood, and hence,
the more easily it is for one to decide how to
juggle these “Cs” to fit the requirements for
one’s own personal acquisition. In any event, I
hope this may have helped some of our clien-
tele to understand the basics of diamond
grading, in anticipation of our upcoming sales.
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Bulgari
A diamond-set necklace of the 1930’s, characteristically
punctuated by the use of large brilliant-cut diamonds.




