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thin crystals). Emeralds
have also been found in
the USA, in North Caro-
lina, and a few very
promising stones have
recently been mined
there. These are the most
important mining loca-
tions, but there are many
other locations around the
world that produce emerald.

Emeralds vary considerably in
price, from a few dollars per carat

t¢ many thousands per carat. 5o
what distinquishes one emerald
from another? When it comes to
colored gemstones, generally

less important the other gualities

become, such as clarity, cut, and carat weight. And
conversely, the less fine the color, the more impor-
tant the other factors become. Overly saturated, or
dark stones, as well as stones that are too pale, are
common and do not command important prices,
even if they are only lightly included (this pertains
especially to pale emeraids). There are always
exceptions to the rule, but the closest to the pure
spectral green (think of a rainbow), the better. In
grading emerald color, it is important to note how
lively the stone is, since emeralds are usually a bit
“sleepy”, and sometimes even dull, so bright or
“crystal” material is especially rare and sought after.
Many people have asked me if emerald is “soft” -
the answer is no; emerald has a hardness of 7.5 -
8 on Moh's hardness scale of 1 to 10, one being the
softest. Because they can be very “stressed” inter-
nally, emeralds require special care. Emeralds that
are heavily included, and having internal and exter-
nally reaching fractures, have a greater possibility
of breakage or chipping than less included stones.
Since most emeralds have a fair number of inclu-
sions, known as the "jardin” {or garden) in them, a
lightly included emerald will obviously be rarer and
more valuable, especially if it has good body color.

Erneralds are fashioned in many ways, cut into both
cabochon and faceted forms, and even carved. The
crystal shape lends itselfl well to the always popular
“emerald” cut, which is a stepped-cut rectangular or
square shape, or the faceted pear shape, but they
can be found in any shape - round, triangular,
cushion, and so on. The color is nicely shown off in
the cabochon cut, which has a flat bottom and
curved upper portion, also in a variety of shapes.
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Fine antigue Colombian emerald.
approximately 40 carats, the emerald
speaking, the finer the color, the most likely from @ Maharaja's collection

Emerald can be beautifully
carved, as was so popular
in the Indian jewels, but
the material used for
carving is usually more
translucent, or heavily
included.
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Any emerald enthusiast
will know that emeralds,
like so many other gems,
are routinely treated or
enhanced. Throughout the cen-
turies, emeralds nhave been
jmmersed in various types of oil, so
that when there are surface
reaching fractures, so common in
this mineral, the oil enters the
fractures and helps tc mask them
by cutting down hcw the light
reflects off them. There are varying degrees of com-
plicity involved in the oiling of emeralds, but it has
been an accepted trade practice (as long as it’s not
green oil, which enhances the color), and a good
gemologist can still grade the emerzld’s quality.
More recent technology has produced & more “high
tech” procedure for the “filling” of emeralds, with
synthetic polymers and such, which caused much
upheaval in the emerald world because it was so
difficult to grade the material at hand. This initially
upset the emerald market, since gemologists and
laboratories had a hard time grading these much
improved stones, hence creating a collapse in the
price of the high end, fine natural stones. With
time, the Izboratories were able to identify what
type of filler was indeed in the emerald, if any, and
consequently, the emerald market is on the rise
once again. The synthetic fillers are fine, as long as
the potential buyer is aware of the enhancement
and knows that the price per carat should be less
than that of an equivalent stone that has only
undergone oiling. Of course, 1 am always of the
opinion that the totally natural gem that has under-
gone no enhancements of any kind is always
the best buy, even if it deservedly commands the
highest prices.

There-are many look-a-likes - green glass, synthetic
or laboratory made emeralds, composite stones
and other green natural gemstones, but only the
fine green of the natural emerald has bewildered
and mystified men and women throughout
the ages. This coveted fine green gemstone still
speaks to our inner passions today - can you hear
its message?

I’ %‘,‘.
i =
=it

/' Nisgl
f".. ."J:;
- 4 -

&.:r
5
3




Antigue pendant, circa 1870,
set with very fine, untreated, natural Chivor emeralds
set in yellow gold




